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Seeing Green; Preserving Land with Conservation Subdivisions

Nonprofit’s Guide Helps Planners Revise Ordinances


MILFORD, Mich. - Building “Green Houses” is a major trend, and a few in the field are taking it a step further – by preserving as much land as possible in new communities. While environmental groups often oppose housing development, “conservation subdivisions” are supported by conservationists like Kirt Manecke, President of LandChoices, a national non-profit based in Michigan. 

“When you build homes – even “green” homes – the land is clear-cut, wildlife is destroyed, water is polluted, and that natural land is gone forever,” said Manecke. “Housing developments are a reality, but there are ways to build with nature, trails and trees.”


New-home buyers tired of cookie-cutter “Clear the Trees” subdivisions are interested in communities in park-like settings overlooking protected natural areas. The benefits are obvious; natural areas are the basis for the community design; half the land is preserved; and residents get amenities like nature trails and natural lands.

LandChoices is launching a “Supersize My Backyard” campaign to help eliminate a major obstacle to conservation subdivisions: Ordinances.

Planners are burdened with out of date ordinances. Developers don’t want to apply for a special permit to build a conservation subdivision. LandChoices feels conservation subdivisions should be the “by right, permitted use” in ordinances, making it easier for planners, developers and attorneys.

Planners can find a guide at www.downloadtheordinance.org that lets planners test their existing ordinance’s effectiveness at preserving natural land and water quality.  There is also a sample downloadable ordinance the planners can use to revise their ordinances. 

To learn more about the benefits of conservation subdivisions, you can download a free, one-page fact sheet at www.landchoices.org/campaign.htm. 

About LandChoices
             LandChoices is the only national group working to take innovative conservation neighborhoods nationwide to protect clean air, water and wildlife, and save the working farms, fields and forests you cherish that are slated for conventional subdivision development. To learn more visit www.landchoices.org. 
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